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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.5 of the Code, is to 

conserve the specific name of the terrestrial snail Bulimus cylindricus Menke, 1828 

(currently Brephulopsis cylindrica, ENIDAE), Originally published as a junior primary 

homonym of Bulimus cylindricus Gray, 1825 (currently classified in the genus 

Macroceramus, UROCOPTIDAE) by ruling under the plenary power to disregard their 

primary homonymy. 
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1. Bulimus cylindricus Gray, 1825 (p. 414), established for a Caribbean gastropod 

species of UROCOPTIDAE and Bulimus cylindricus Menke, 1828 (p. 77) (currently 

Brephulopsis cylindrica; ENIDAE) established for a gastropod from Europe, are 

primary homonyms (Articles 53.3, 57.2 of the Code). The identity of Menke’s name 

is not disputed. The Caribbean Macroceramus species are poorly studied. Gourdon 

(1907, p. 131) used Gray’s name. In the last compilation of the genus, Richardson 

(1991) classified B. cylindricus Gray, 1825 with Macroceramus formosus (Wood, 1828, 

original combination Turbo formosus), and assumed incorrectly that Gray’s name 

was a nomen nudum. This could probably be corrected in a future taxonomic study 

which should also involve studying the type specimens of B. cylindricus deposited in 

1825 in the British Museum (Gray, 1825). A study of this group is beyond the scope 

of this application, which is focused on maintaining the usage of Menke’s name for 

the European species. 

2. Menke (1828, p. 77) established two names B. cylindricus and Bulimus fusiformis 

Menke, 1828. These taxa are currently regarded as conspecific. Retowski (1883, p. 13) 

and Clessin (1883, p. 48) both selected cylindricus acting as First Revisers. This means 

that if B. cylindricus Menke, 1828 cannot be used, B. fusiformis Menke, 1828 would 

be the next available name for the European species. 

3. Brephulopsis cylindrica (Menke, 1828) is a well-established name and based on 

a brief survey by ourselves has been used by at least by 43 authors in 110 publications, 

mostly in the last 20 years (about half of them were listed by Sverlova et al., 2006). 

In Ukraine the biology of this species (variability, reproduction, dispersal, behaviour, 
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parasites, etc.) has been intensively studied in the last 20 years. The original range of 
the species was in the Crimea; recently it has been introduced to many other regions 

in Ukraine, to Moldova, Abkhazia, south-western Russia and Belarus (Sysoev & 

Schileyko, 2009; Rabchuk & Zemoglyadchuk, 2011). Many papers have been 

written on this one species and its name is often used in titles of works (Kramarenko, 

1997; Vychalkovskaya & Kramarenko, 2006; Kramarenko, 2009; Rabchuk & 

Zemoglyadchuk, 2011). 

4. The two species under consideration have not been considered as congeneric 

after 1899. Krynicki (1837) placed B. cylindricus Menke, 1828 in Chondrus Cuvier, 
1816 and after that, this name was not listed in Bulimus. Since Herrmannsen (1847) 
B. cylindricus Gray, 1825 has only been placed in Macroceramus Guilding, 1828. 

These two species belong to remote pulmonate groups: Brephulopsis Lindholm, 1925 

is Classified in the Palearctic family ENIDAE, while Macroceramus is classified in the 

Neotropical family UROCOPTIDAE. Macroceramus lives only in Mexico, Central 

America and the Caribbean. The native range of Brephulopsis is considered to be 
within the Crimean peninsula in Ukraine. 

5. Nomenclatural stability in this case would be best achieved by disregarding the 
primary homonymy. 

6. As an alternative solution, we could suggest suppression of Bulimus cylindricus 
Gray, 1825 as a rarely used name in accordance with Article 23.9.3 of the Code. Since 
we are not involved in the study of Caribbean urocoptid species we prefer not to take 

any action in this respect. We see ourselves guided by Article 23.9.5 to ask the 
Commission to maintain the usage for the Ukrainian name, but if possible we would 
prefer not to interfere in the Caribbean urocoptid nomenclature. This is why we 
would prefer not to ask to place B. cylindricus Gray, 1825 on the Official List. The 

name was used in 1907, but it has not been used recently and placing it on the Official 
List would have the potential to disrupt Caribbean urocoptid taxonomy, which 
would not be our intention. 

7. Using the name Bulimus fusiformis Menke, 1828 for the Ukrainian species would 

be a possible solution, but since B. cylindricus Menke, 1828 has very frequently been 

used in the recent literature, we would prefer to conserve its usage. 
8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that the name cylindricus Menke, 1828, as 
published in the binomen Bulimus cylindricus, is not invalid by reason of being 
a junior primary homonym of cylindricus Gray, 1825, as published in the 

binomen Bulimus cylindricus; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name cylindricus 
Menke, 1828, as published in the binomen Bulimus cylindricus, with the endorse- 
ment that it shall not be invalid by reason of being a junior primary homonym of 
cylindricus Gray, 1825, as published in the binomen Bulimus cylindricus. 
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